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[adapted from Archbishop Titus’ Presidential Address at the 

1st meeting of the 27th Session of Synod, May 2026] 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is a joy to gather 
here as Synod, representing our parishes, our 
deaneries, and our affiliated entities, united as 
one Diocese under God. 

Let me start by welcoming those who are attending 
Synod for the first time. We are glad to have you 
here, and we thank you for stepping forward to 
serve. To be elected as a Synod Representative is 
both a privilege and a responsibility. Your parish 
has entrusted you with an important role in the 
common life of the Diocese. I hope this will be a 
meaningful term of service for you, and that you 
will take part with humility, attentiveness, and a 
readiness to learn and contribute. 

I also want to acknowledge those who served 
in the previous term and have now been elected 
again for this new session. Thank you for your 
continued faithfulness and willingness to serve. 
Your experience and perspective are valuable, 
and I trust that you will continue to contribute 
well, while also helping newer members find their 
footing in Synod. 

ONE DIOCESE UNDER GOD 

As we begin this new session, it is worth reminding 
ourselves what the Diocese is called to be. Our 
Constitution states that we are to “make the Church 
in the Diocese to be ever more and more truly a 
body, a small living organism within the Body of 
Christ, working with Him for the salvation of [all] 
and for the Kingdom of God.” 

That is what we are called to be together as a 
Diocese. We are not merely a collection of 
parishes, deaneries, and affiliated entities, each 
occupied with its own concerns. We are one 
Diocese under the Great Shepherd, called to 
serve together in the mission of Christ. 

This is why the role of Synod matters. As Synod 
Members, you are entrusted with a responsibility 
not only to your own parish, but to the governance 
and common life of the Diocese as a whole. 
Sharing in the prayerful deliberation and ordering 
of matters affecting our discipline and mission, 

you serve not simply as representatives of your 
parish, but as members of the Synod of the 
Diocese, called to discern and act for the good  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
of the whole Diocese just as you would for the 
good of your own parish. 

But your responsibility does not end here. You 
are also responsible for communicating the mind 
and decisions of Synod to your parish, helping 
your church members to understand what has 
been agreed, why it matters, and how your 
parish should respond. Through you, the Diocese 
looks to each parish to participate faithfully in our 
shared ministries, projects and policies. 

Above all, we ask that you uphold the Diocese 
in prayer, remembering that apart from God we 
can do nothing, and that it is by His grace that we 
are given wisdom and strength to serve together 
faithfully. 

MATURE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we take up our 
responsibilities in this Synod, we do well always 
to keep before us the twin teachings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

First, the Great Commandment, given by our 
Lord in Matthew 22:36–40, calls us to love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind, 
and to love our neighbour as ourselves. This is 
foundational to the Christian life.  
 
Second, the Great Commission: “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you.”  
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We are not merely a 
collection of parishes, 

deaneries, and affiliated 
entities, each occupied 

with its own concerns. We 
are one Diocese under the 

Great Shepherd, called 
to serve together in the 

mission of Christ. 



 
50th Anniversary, Church of Our Saviour and St 
Peter’s Church their 70th Anniversary, and St Paul’s 
Church their 90th Anniversary. We give thanks for 
God’s sustaining grace and faithfulness to these 
parishes through the years. 

This year also marks the 30th Anniversary of our 
Province. In February, representatives from across 
the four Dioceses of the Province gathered in 
Kuala Lumpur for a time of worship, thanksgiving, 
and reflection. We were glad that many of our 
former Archbishops were able to be present and 
share their reflections on God’s providence over 
the past three decades. As we give thanks for His 
faithfulness in the past, we also look ahead with 
renewed hope and trust in His continuing grace. 
 
 
 

2026 has brought new beginnings in our 
deaneries. With the recent changes in leadership, 
I am thankful that the handovers have been smooth. 
I appreciate the care with which the former Deans 
have prepared the way, and the maturity of those 
stepping into these responsibilities. In this season, 
I have had the opportunity to work more closely 
with the Deans and with the Associate Director 
of Missions, Revd Andrew Yap, to listen, to pray, 
and to better understand the realities and needs 
within the deaneries, as we consider how best to 
strengthen ministry on the ground. I am also happy 
to welcome our newly appointed Associate Dean  
of Thailand, Revd Dhanadhis Jirathammakul. His 
appointment reflects our deep commitment to 
raising up indigenous leaders, those who are 
rooted in the local culture, language, and context 
to shepherd and serve their own communities. 
I look ahead prayerfully, and trust that this new 
season may, in due course, lead to growth and 
fruitfulness. 

In all these things, we give thanks and are 
reminded that much has been entrusted to us in 
the life of this Diocese. May the Lord grant us 
wisdom, unity, and faithfulness as we serve Him 
together. Amen. 

 
These two teachings belong together. We are 
called not only to live as disciples of Christ, but 
also to form disciples of Christ. 

If we are serious about discipleship, we must ask 
ourselves what kind of disciples we are becoming 
and what kind we are forming. A mature disciple 
of Christ is not simply one who knows Scripture 
well, even though knowledge of God’s Word is 
essential. Knowledge on its own is not the same 
as maturity. The deeper question is whether what 
we know of God’s Word is being worked faithfully 
into the way we live, serve, and respond in daily 
life. 

Nor is it enough simply to affirm grace, even 
though Christ’s redeeming love lies at the heart 
of our Christian faith. The grace we receive is 
not meant to leave us unchanged, but to lead us 
into repentance, holiness, and newness of life. A 
mature disciple is one in whom the truth of Scripture 
and the grace of Christ are being worked into his 
daily life, choices, and service. 

That does not happen automatically. It requires 
humility, repentance, and a willingness to be 
 
 

changed. It involves working out our salvation 
with fear and trembling, not in our own strength, 
but in dependence on the Holy Spirit, who forms 
us into the likeness of Christ. The Spirit takes the 
truth we know and the grace we have received, 
and works them into lives of obedience, maturity, 
and faithfulness. Where the Spirit is at work, truth 
takes root, grace bears fruit, and disciples begin 
to reflect the likeness of Christ. 
 
 

So as we think about the life of the Diocese, 
our parishes, and our ministries, this must remain 
one of the central concerns before us: whether 
we ourselves are being formed in this way, and 
whether we are helping others become disciples 
grounded in God’s Word, shaped by His grace, 
and ready to obey Him faithfully. 

Let me now briefly mention a few matters in the life 
of the Diocese for which we give thanks. 

We thank God for His faithfulness to our Diocese, 
and for the faithful work of ministry across our 
parishes and Area Groups. Our Area Groups 
continue to foster fellowship, mutual support, 
and practical cooperation among parishes. 
This year, we rejoice with many of our parishes: 
Chapel of Christ the King celebrates their 40th 
Anniversary, All Saints’ Church (English) their 40th 
Anniversary, Marine Parade Christian Centre their  

We are called not only 
to live as disciples of 
Christ, but also to form 
disciples of Christ.

A mature disciple of 
Christ is not simply one 

who knows Scripture well, 
even though knowledge 

of God’s Word is essential. 
The deeper question is 

whether what we know 
of God’s Word is being 
worked faithfully into 

the way we live, serve, and 
respond in daily life.

It requires humility, 
repentance, and a 
willingness to be changed. 
It involves working out 
our salvation with fear 
and trembling, not in 
our own strength, but in 
dependence on the Holy 
Spirit, who forms us into 
the likeness of Christ. 

as we think about the life of 
the Diocese, our parishes, 
and our ministries, this must 
remain one of the central 
concerns before us: whether 
we ourselves are being 
formed in this way

6 7

The grace we receive is 
not meant to leave us 
unchanged, but to lead us 
into repentance, holiness, 
and newness of life. A 
mature disciple is one 
in whom the truth of 
Scripture and the grace of 
Christ are being worked 
into his daily life, choices, 
and service. 

The Most Revd Dr Titus Chung 
The Bishop of Singapore 
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Yet Peter also reminds us of something equally important. 

Even as we make every effort, we do not depend on 

our own strength. Earlier in the chapter, he tells us that 

God has already given us everything we need for life 

and godliness. 

This is the wonderful balance of the Christian life: we 

make every effort, but God supplies the grace. 

Our effort is never a substitute for grace. Rather, it is a 

response to God’s grace. We do not strive in order to 

earn God’s love; we pursue spiritual growth because 

we are already loved by Him. Like athletes who train 

diligently for a competition, we commit ourselves to 

spiritual disciplines and faithful obedience, trusting that 

God is at work within us because He loved us first. 

Sometimes growth can feel painfully slow, especially 

during difficult seasons. We may become discouraged 

because we cannot see immediate progress. Yet God’s 

work in our lives is often quiet and hidden. 

Slow growth does not mean there is no growth. 

What feels unseen to us is never unseen to God. He 

sees, He knows, and He cares. In times of weakness, 

loneliness, or disappointment, we can take comfort in 

His promises. The Psalmist reminds us,“The Lord is close 

to the brokenhearted” (Psalm 34:18). 

God does not abandon us in our struggles. He draws 

near to us. He invites us to trust Him, to rest in His 

presence, and to depend upon His strength rather than 

our own. 

Perhaps in this season, God is calling you to make 

every effort—not by relying more on yourself, but by 

relying more fully on Him. Hold on to His promise: 

“They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength…” 

(Isaiah 40:31). 

Most importantly, spiritual growth is never merely for our 

own benefit. As we grow in Christ, His love begins to 

flow through us and touch the lives of others. A mature 

Christian is not simply someone who knows more 

about God, but someone who increasingly reflects the 

character of Christ. 

We are called to show gentleness, kindness, 

compassion, and patience. We are called to help 

others, encourage the weary, and listen without 

judgment. As God shapes us, He also uses us as 

instruments of His grace in the lives of those around us. 

In the end, the Christian life is much like the athlete’s 

race. We are called to persevere, to keep growing, 

and to make every effort to draw near to God. Yet we 

do so with confidence because He has already given 

us everything we need for life and godliness. 

“For this very reason,” we keep going. We persevere. 

We make every effort—not in our own strength, but in 

the strength that God provides. 

Not every athlete wins a prize, but all who belong to 

Christ hold fast to a promise that will never fail. Even in 

our weakness, His grace is sufficient, for His power is 

made perfect in weakness. 

Therefore, do not give up, do not lose heart, make 

every effort and trust completely in His grace. God is 

faithful. He will sustain you, He will strengthen you and 

He is not finished with you yet. 

 

Spiritual Growth 
by Grace and Effort  
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Spiritual growth requires both our effort and  

God’s grace. 

Recently, I was watching the Singapore Badminton 

Open, hoping that Singapore’s own Loh Kean Yew 

would become the second Singaporean to win the 

men’s singles title. No Singaporean has come this close 

since 1962. 

He started out strong but struggled to maintain his 

momentum in the final game. It was clear that he gave 

his best, but his opponent played exceptionally well. 

In fact, what struck me most was not the result, but the 

growth he displayed. His defensive play was noticeably 

stronger, and he played with greater confidence, 

consistency, and composure.  His skills had improved, 

but so had his character. 

This reminds us that real growth is not ultimately measured 

by results, but by the person we are becoming. 

Although he did not win the trophy, there was a deeper 

victory. True victory is found in a life shaped by discipline, 

sacrifice, perseverance, and unwavering effort. 

As a former athlete, I understand the sacrifices required 

to reach that level. Many hours of training often go 

unnoticed. Discipline is formed when motivation 

fades; resilience is strengthened through injuries and 

setbacks; and determination is developed in the face 

of disappointment. Today, athletes also carry the 

added pressure of constant public scrutiny through 

social media. Much of what contributes to their growth 

remains unseen by others. 

In many ways, spiritual growth is similar. Most of the 

time, growth does not occur when life is smooth sailing. 

It happens as we learn to endure hardship and find the 

courage to face adversity with faith. 

The apostle Paul writes: 

“All athletes are disciplined in their training… They do 

it to win a crown that will not last, but we do it for an 

eternal crown” (1 Corinthians 9:25). 

As Christians, we are called to live with the same 

discipline and endurance, but for a far greater purpose. 

We are not striving for something temporary, but for 

something eternal. Our desire should be to grow into 

the likeness of Christ. 

For this reason, the apostle Peter urges believers not to 

remain passive, but to “make every effort” to grow in 

faith, character, and love. Spiritual maturity does not 

happen accidentally. It requires intentional choices, daily 

obedience, and a willingness to follow Christ faithfully.  

9

“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness…” 
2 Peter 1:5–7 

Reflection 

In what area of your spiritual life is God calling 

you to make every effort to grow? 

Where do you need to rely more fully on God’s 

grace rather than on your own strength? 

How can God use your spiritual growth to 

encourage, serve, and bless those around you? 

Prayer 

Lord, thank You for Your grace and love. Help me 

to make every effort to grow in faith and become 

more like Christ, relying not on my own strength 

but on Yours. When I am weak, remind me that 

Your grace is sufficient and continue Your good 

work in me. Amen. 
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A New Session 
of the Diocesan Synod
May 2026 marked the 1st Meeting of the 27th Session of 
Synod, held on 15th and 16th May 2026 at St Andrew’s 
Cathedral. At this meeting, members also elected a new 
Standing Committee to serve the Diocese for the next 
3-year term.

In this Digest, we are pleased to introduce the newly 
elected Standing Committee members, together with 
the members of 3 key Diocesan Boards—the Human 
Resource Board, Finance Board and Development 
Board. We give thanks for their willingness to serve 
and invite you to uphold them in prayer as they faithfully 
steward these important responsibilities.

The Diocese of Singapore is episcopally led and synodically 
governed. The Diocesan Bishop exercises general oversight of 
the Church, guarding its faith and life while leading the Diocese 
in its mission. 

The Synod considers and determines matters concerning the life, 
work and administration of the Diocese. Synod is constituted in 
three Houses:

•	 The House of Bishop, comprising the Diocesan Bishop.

•	 The House of Clergy, comprising clergy 
licensed and in active ministry in the Diocese. 

•	 The House of Laity, comprising elected representatives 
from our parishes and congregations, together with 
deaconesses, diocesan officeholders, and appointed and 
co-opted members.

While the Synod deliberates on matters affecting the Diocese, 
its decisions take effect with the Bishop’s assent, reflecting the 
complementary responsibilities of the Bishop, clergy and laity in 
diocesan governance.
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The three Boards featured in this Digest report to 
the Standing Committee as part of the Diocese’s 
governance structure.

Between meetings of Synod, the Standing 
Committee, chaired by the Diocesan Bishop, 
carries on the business of Synod and provides 
oversight of its trusts, properties, finances and other 
matters entrusted to it. The Standing Committee 
also appoints specialist Boards to support its work 
in key areas of diocesan life. 

Standing Committee 

Standing Committee for the 27th Session of Synod

The 3 Boards featured in this Digest report to the 
Standing Committee as part of the Diocese’s 
governance structure.

The Human Resource Board (HRB) oversees matters relating to employment 
and the terms and conditions of service for clergy, deaconesses and lay staff 
employed by the Diocesan Central Administration (DCA). It also provides 
guidance to parishes on human resource matters, including recruitment, 
salary structures, service conditions, appraisals, bonuses, and disciplinary 
processes. From time to time, HRB makes recommendations to Synod on 
clergy and deaconess remuneration and benefits. Guided by the principles 
of stewardship and service, the Board seeks to promote fair employment 
practices and support the effective deployment of ministry across the Diocese.

Human Resource Board

HR Board for the 27th Session of Synod



1514

DIO CESAN NEWS 					             

The Development Board (DB) oversees the Diocese’s land, 
buildings, and major development projects. It ensures 
good governance by reviewing parish and deanery 
building projects through a tiered approval process based 
on their scale and complexity. The Board also provides 
regulatory, technical, and legal advice where required. 

Development Board

Development Board for the 27th Session of SynodFinance Board for the 27th Session of Synod

The Finance Board (FB) provides oversight and advisory support on 
the financial stewardship of the Diocese. Its responsibilities include 
budgets, quotas, investments, fundraising, insurance, financial 
reporting, and accounting matters. The Board also works closely 
with parishes by offering guidance on financial governance and 
best practices, helping to strengthen accountability, operational 
effectiveness and the faithful stewardship of diocesan resources.

Finance Board
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Church of Our Saviour — 70 Years of  His-Story 
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by Lynette Lim and Audrey Tang, COOS
Photos by COOS

1956
Church of Our Saviour began 
as an Anglican medical mission 
along Indus Road, where rail 
workers were housed. Over the 
years, the church which moved to 
Prince Charles Crescent in 1956, 
grew under the leadership of 
Father Abraham Daniels.

1985
Under the Spirit-filled and 
dynamic leadership of Revd 
Canon Derek Hong, Church of 
Our Saviour relocated to 130 
Margaret Drive, where it currently 
stands, to accommodate even 
more growth which arose from 
our many miracle healing rallies 
and Creative Arts showcase 
outreaches. Amid a diverse, 
growing and revitalised 
Queenstown, we are now more 
affectionately known as COOS.

2011
Archdeacon Daniel Wee led 
a passionate, caring team of 
volunteers and staff, building 
COOS as a vibrant community 
of believers, who seek to love our 
neighbours as God loves us. We 
express this love through diverse 
ministries, which include: praying 
for healing, counselling those 
who are struggling with stress, 
supporting families in everyday 
challenges, embracing people 
with disabilities, building up our 
youth for the future, and bridging 
gaps in our community.

2025
We saw the passing of the 
baton to Revd Christopher Ho, 
whose passion for evangelism, 
missions and discipleship saw 
him launching the Vision 100 
campaign: COOS sent 132 
mission teams, of 1,148 
participants, to minister to 21 
nations. Affectionately known to 
us as Revd Chris, his dedication 
to bridge the English and Chinese 
congregations has thus brought 
about an evidently-growing unity 
among us.

70th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 

On 31st May 2026, over 1,200 members and 
guests gathered at the Orchid Country Club 
Ballroom to celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
Church of Our Saviour (COOS).  

The evening commenced with heartfelt praise and 
worship unto our Lord, as the bilingual worship 
team led the congregation in lifting their voices as 
one, declaring the goodness of God!  

In attendance were our Diocesan Bishop, The 
Most Revd Dr Titus Chung; Archdeacon of 
Singapore, Venerable Daniel Wee; and our 
Vicar, Revd Christopher Ho, who addressed the 
congregation with messages on thanksgiving, 
God’s faithfulness, and His call to pass the torch of 
faith to future generations. 

Archbishop Titus reminded the congregation that 
COOS has been blessed over the past 70 years, 
and  God’s blessings are never meant to end with 
us, but to be shared with others. As the church 
looks ahead to the next chapter, he stressed the 
importance of remaining anchored in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who holds everything together. He also 
highlighted two foundational teachings of Jesus: the 
Great Commandment and the Great Commission, 
which calls us to reach those in need. Together, 
these teachings keep us faithful to God’s calling.
Archbishop Titus concluded by encouraging the 
congregation to be faithful witnesses to the truth 
of God and the mission of Christ, continuing to live 
out the Gospel with love, faithfulness, and courage 
in the years ahead. 

Archdeacon Daniel Wee made reference to a 
1956 article in The Courier, which documented the 
Dedication of Our Saviour’s Church (COOS’ early 
name), on Whitsunday Eve 1956. On this hot day 
— physically, but also spiritually and emotionally 

— the people were fired up by the possibility and  
vision of what God would do through this church, 
born on the Pentecost weekend. Both clergy and 
laity marched from Indus Square to Prince Charles 
Crescent in full Anglican regalia! There was deep 
hunger from the people for the move of God — a 
thirst for the Holy Spirit — even excellent hospitality 
extended from the church to the community. He 
made a parallel for us today, reminding us to 
have that same fire to propel COOS forward for 
the next 70 years, to continue being hungry for a 
fresh move of God, for the outpouring of His Spirit, 
and to stir up the spirit of unreasonable hospitality 
again, with the outreached hand of the love of 
God and truth of the Gospel.   

Revd Christopher Ho prefaced his message with 
a video montage of COOS’ pictorial history 
from 1956 to the present.  He reflected on the 
importance of remembering our beginnings 
while stepping forward in faith toward the future. 
He highlighted how the Holy Spirit has brought 
together generations of faithful believers, and how 
dedicated leaders played an instrumental role in 
building and nurturing the church. With reference 
to Hebrews 13:7, he reminded the congregation: 
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you 
the Word of God. Consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith.” 

Milestones of COOS

A Celebration of God’s 
Faithfulness and Gꝏdness 
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Revd Christopher emphasised that God continues 
to seek willing and available vessels to continue 
His good work. He remarked that “the next 
70 years will not depend on whether we have 
extraordinary people, but whether ordinary 
people will make themselves fully available to an 
extraordinary God.” 

In closing, he encouraged the congregation to 
give thanks for God’s faithfulness, honour those 
who have gone before us, and step forward in 
faith and confidence into the future. 

As dinner commenced, youth dancers from the 
COOS English Youth and Chinese Light of Life 
ministries presented an energetic hip-hop dance 
in a show of unity and verve.

The most meaningful segment of the programme 
was dedicated to honour the shepherds who have 
laid a solid foundation for COOS to continue 
God’s good work. 5 beautiful plaques, painted by 
members of the COOS Arts Collective, depicted 
the significance of each person’s contribution to 
COOS. These were presented to Archbishop 
Titus Chung, Revd Derek Hong, Revd Eric Chiam, 
Archdeacon Daniel Wee and Revd Christopher 
Ho. The plaques were illustrated with flowing rivers 
to depict the continuity of God’s work; COOS’ 
growth and transformation under the Lordship of 

our God; as well as the shepherding leadership of 
the Anglican Diocese of Singapore.  

Flowing with the theme of gratitude and building 
for the future, the programme included a prophetic 
act of seeding for the future. Dinner guests were 
gifted with individual containers of soil and seeds, 
with which everyone took part to plant the seeds in 
the pot of soil. This act symbolises their commitment 
to seeding the Gospel in Singapore and beyond 
for the next 70 years.  

As COOS celebrates 70 years of God’s 
faithfulness, the anniversary dinner served not only 
as a moment of thanksgiving for the past, but also 
a commissioning for the future — a reminder that 
the same God who has led His people thus far will 
continue to sustain, grow and use His Church in 
impacting our nation and the world, for His glory, 
for decades to come. 

In The Words of… 

Gabriel Lum, 25 years old
Vocare Intern; attending COOS for 8 years, 
member of 1 year; served in COOS Youth Media 
Ministry, volunteers as a Barista with COOS’ 
Young-adult-run “Whollygrounds”. 

At the age of 17, Gabriel started attending COOS 
after leaving his previous church following a 
painful broken friendship. While worshipping at a 
COOS Youth service, he felt compelled to kneel 
at the vision of God’s glowing feet.   

He recounts: “At that moment, I felt a warmth that 
entered my bitter heart, healing the pain that I had 
carried… I started to break down uncontrollably, 
as I felt the love of God filling up inside me… What 
made me more convicted that it was God, was 
the command that He gave… ‘Go and reconcile 
with your friend.’” The two are now reconciled 
and are like old friends. 
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During his gap year, he heard about the Vocare 
Retreat and decided to go for it.  He felt a call to 
shepherd others and prayerfully decided to apply 
for the Vocare internship — and was accepted! 
Vocare has opened his eyes to the wider church: 
“Overall, my view about church life and what it 
means to serve God has broadened and continues 
to develop, as I put my hands to co-labour (with) 
the staff team at COOS learning to love God and 
love people deeper.” 

“I want to encourage my peers and the youths to 
press on in being a lifelong disciple of Jesus Christ, 
trusting in His sovereignty as we look to what God 
will do in the next 70 years!” 

Christine Chan Xiao Yan, 62 years old
COOS member since 1988; and Pastor in the 
COOS Dialect and Mandarin congregations 
since 1990, with 10 years as a missionary to 
Hong Kong and China. 

“​救主堂对我而言，是我的第二个家园，也是栽培我成为属灵斗士与牧者的地方。​”  
Xiao Yan sees 
COOS as her 
second home.  
It has been a 
place that God 
has used to 
train her to be a 
spiritual warrior 
and a pastor.   

For someone 
who went into 

full-time ministry a mere 3 years after baptism and 
has since spent 4 decades in ministry at COOS, 
she has this to say to the next generation of COOS 
members: 

“​上帝安置我们的地方就是最好的地方，上帝摆在我们周围的人，无论是谁，都是用来帮助我们成长成圣的，让我们带着坚定的信心，并同心协力，彼此建立，成为荣耀神的居所。​” 
“The place God places us is the best place. The 
people God places around us, whoever they 
may be, are there to help us grow and become 
sanctified. Let us have firm faith, work together, 
build one another up, and become a dwelling 
place that glorifies God.” 

Peter Koh, 80 years old
Member of COOS since 1961. He married his 
wife, Grace, at COOS, Prince Charles Crescent 
in 1972.

Peter Koh is one of those with the longest 
membership in COOS, having been confirmed as 
a member at age 15 in 1961. From his childhood at 7 
years, he had seen COOS evolve from a Medical 
Mission in the Indus Road days, to a church plant at 
Prince Charles Crescent, 
to the present COOS 
at Margaret Drive, as 
well as COOS Jurong 
at Perennial Business 
Centre. 

In his 73 years at 
COOS, Peter has served 
in a myriad of ministries 
and service areas. He 
began with the Boys’ 
Club before going on 
to serve as a bell-ringer, 
in the Cell Ministry, on 
the Parochial Church 
Council, and in the Family 
Life Ministry. He also served on the pastoral staff 
for 17 years as a Parish Worker and Area Pastor. 
 
COOS has helped Peter grow in his faith in the 
Lord, through the study of God’s Word and in 
ways he experienced the work of the Holy Spirit 
in his journey. When asked about receiving God’s 
call to full-time ministry, he emphatically replies, “I 
have no regrets!”

He has a message to the next generation at 
COOS: “Endeavour to serve God in every way 
in your Christian walk.  Seek God first and He will 
take care of the rest. Trust and obey. Walk and 
serve by faith, not by sight.” 
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by Revd Dr Edwin Tan & Philip Hu, St Peter’s Church
Photos by St Peter’s Church

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail again� it.”  
Ma�hew 16:18

On Sunday, 28th June 2026, St Peter’s Church 
celebrated its  70th anniversary with a Holy Communion 
Service at 5pm followed by a Chinese 8-course 
dinner held in its parish hall. To encourage members 
to appreciate the parish’s rich heritage, a three-
month history quiz based on ‘A Time to Remember’—
published for the church’s 45th Anniversary—was 
organised, with the overall winner announced during 
the dinner celebration.

For the occasion, the parish hall, usually the venue for 
the church’s Sunday community lunch, was transformed 
into a tastefully decorated ballroom, providing a fitting 
setting for this milestone celebration.

In the Foreword to ‘A Time to Remember’, Revd Dr 
Timothy Chong, Vicar of St Peter’s Church from March 
1995 to 2006 wrote:
  
“A Time To Remember is our endeavour to tell the 
story of St Peter’s Church, Serangoon Garden Estate.

It tells a wonderful story of an Archdeacon’s vision that 
initiated the process of church-planting in Serangoon 
Garden Estate.” 

That vision belonged to the Venerable Robin Woods, 
then Archdeacon of Singapore and Vicar of St 
Andrew’s Cathedral.

Just weeks before the anniversary event, on 5th May 
2026, long-time member, Seok Cheng went home 
to the Lord at the age of 83 after a short illness. She 
had begun worshipping with the congregation even 
before the church building was completed in 1956 
and remained a faithful member throughout her life, 
apart from a brief period working overseas. An 
interview recorded before her passing was screened 
during the anniversary celebrations, allowing her 
testimony to continue encouraging the congregation.
 
The church itself has witnessed many seasons of 
challenge and renewal. St Peter’s Church, Serangoon 
Garden, has a history of extensive termite infestation. 
Over several years, major sections of the timber 
structure deteriorated, with termite damage eventually 
reaching the sanctuary roof. When engineers 
declared the building unsafe, church leaders gathered 
at a Leaders’ Retreat on 9th August 1995 and made 
the momentous decision to rebuild.  

The Anniversary Cake

Archdeacon 
of Singapore, 
Venerable Daniel Wee

Church Service

Cake Cutting (from left) Revd Canon Dr Louis Tay,  
Venerable Daniel Wee, Revd Dr Edwin Tan, 
Revd Michael Teh, Revd Dr Timothy Chong, 
Revd Edison Wilson

View of the stage in the  
parish hall

View of the parish hall 
transformed into a 
hotel ballroom

Vicar of St Peter’s Church,  
Revd Dr Edwin Tan

All guests celebrating with “How Great is Our God” 
played by the professional 4-piece band in attendance

A Time to 
Remember - 
70 Years of 
God’s Faithfulness
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The Redevelopment Project was officially launched 
on 5th September 1996 during the church’s  
40th Anniversary Thanksgiving and Fundraising Dinner. 
To support the rebuilding effort, two major fundraising 
concerts were organised.

The first, Deo Gratias, a musical celebration presented 
by the Christian Musicians Fellowship together with the 
St Andrew’s Cathedral Choir, was held at the Victoria 
Concert Hall on 10th April 1997.

The second, Oliver, a musical adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ Oliver Twist performed by the Operafest 
Children’s Choir, was staged at the Victoria Theatre 
on 3rd and 4th January 1998.

On Sunday, 28th November 1999, the congregation 
gathered for its final Holy Communion service in the 
original church building before the demolition crew 
moved in.

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens: ... a time to tear down and 
a time to build,” Ecclesiastes 3:1, 3b

During the two-year reconstruction period, church 
services were held at the Serangoon Gardens Country  
Club auditorium. On 8th April 2001 – Palm Sunday – 
the last service was held at the country club and the 
congregation made a symbolic “March Back” to the 
new church building.
 
For many members, St Peter’s Church has been more 
than a place of worship—it has been a spiritual home 
where faith has grown, friendships have flourished, 
and generations have served together. 

In the words of our members 

Maggie, who joined the church in the late 70s, recalls, 
“I was walking around Serangoon Garden one mid-
week morning and was surprised to find St Peter’s 
Church at the corner of Medway Drive. I walked in …” 

Ai Luen reflects, “God led me to St Peter’s Church 
when my husband and I set up home in Serangoon 
Gardens 43 years ago. Today, my 3 children 
and 6 grandchildren all worship and serve at  
St Peter’s Church.”

Her son, Philip, says “St Peter’s is my home. No matter 
where life takes me, I know I will always find my  
way back.”
 
Daisy, who joined with her parents in 1975, shares 
“This milestone is a testament to the dedication of our 
clergy, church leaders, and countless members…The 
strong foundation we enjoy today was built through 
the prayers and vision of those who came before us.”
 
For Patricia and Oliver, one memory stands above all 
others, “Our wedding! From Sunday School friends, 
to Youth and Young Adult leaders to now husband 
and wife.”
 
John said, “The Youth Ministry and mission work was 
most impactful with awesome memories of God’s 
miracles at work.”

A new chapter in the church’s history began on  
1st August 2025, when St Andrew’s City Church moved 
into the premises under an arrangement to share 
 resources. In his Presidential Address on 7th November 
2025, Archbishop Titus said, “This move is more than a 
change of venue, it reflects wise stewardship of what 
God has entrusted to us and a gracious partnership 
in the gospel. In the years ahead, let us work towards 
more effective use of our land, buildings, finances and 
resources to serve the mission of Christ.” 
 
The vision to rebuild the church in 1995 for the extra 
space had made it possible to accommodate two 
churches. On Resurrection Sunday, 5th April 2026, 
worship teams from both churches led a combined 
service, celebrating their unity in Christ and marking 
the beginning of a new season of partnership.
 
In his message at the anniversary evening service on 
28th June 2026, the Vicar, Revd Dr Edwin Tan said, “As 
St Peter’s Church celebrates 70 years, I truly believe it 
is no coincidence that St Andrew’s City Church has 
come alongside us in this season. Look at the pattern: 
God’s provision for His people is experienced through 
collaboration (Numbers 11:16-17), and His Kingdom 
work is carried out in pairs (Luke 10:1-2). We begin 
this new season as two distinct communities working 
side-by-side. Yet, remembering that the number 
seventy signifies completeness and fullness, we want 
to remain beautifully open to how the Holy Spirit 
might draw us even closer. Today we partner as two; 
tomorrow, in God’s perfect timing, He may well blend 
our voices to speak as one.”
 
70 years after an Archdeacon’s vision first took root in 
Serangoon Garden Estate, St Peter’s Church continues 
to bear witness to God’s faithfulness. Through seasons 
of growth, rebuilding, and renewal, and now in 
partnership with another congregation, the church 
remains a living testimony to Christ’s enduring promise:

“I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail again� it.” 
— Ma�hew 16:18

St Peter’s Church in 1959

His Excellency, the Governor of Singapore,  
Sir Robert Brown Black and the Bishop of 
Singapore, Rt Revd Henry Wolfe Baines leading a 
procession for the laying of the Foundation Stone

The Bishop of 
Singapore, 
Rt Revd Henry 
Wolfe Baines 
blessing the 
Foundation Stone 
of St Peter’s Church 
on 22nd December 
1956

Mr E W Barker addressing 
the congregation at St 
Peter’s Church after laying 
the Foundation Stone of the 
Church parish hall on 
24th August 1968

St Peter’s Church congregation with Archdeacon 
Robin W Woods and Mrs Woods after the 
consecration of the Church on 29th June 1957

Revd Timothy Chong 
and the former Vicar, 
Revd Canon Dr Louis Tay 
cutting the birthday cake 
to commemorate the 
40th Anniversary of the 
Church and the launch 
of the St Peter’s Church 
Redevelopment Project

The congregation of  
St Peter’s Church after the 
last Sunday Service on 
28th December 1999

Demolition of the church 
building

Church under construction 
from January 2000 
to April 2001

On 2nd August 2025 
St Andrew’s City Church 
moved in with St Peter’s 
Church
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Here I Am:
A Generation 
Answering God’s Call

by Linda John, Parish of Christ Church
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After 13 years, the Singapore Anglican Indian 
Board (SAIB) Youth Wing answered the Lord’s 
call to ignite a revival among the next generation. 
From 16th to 19th June 2026, 79 youths gathered 
at Savannah Hill Resort, Johor Bahru, for a time 
of worship, discipleship, fellowship, and spiritual 
renewal. They were joined by 6 pastors and their 
spouses from the various Anglican Indian parishes.

Centred on the theme “Here I Am” (Isaiah 6:8), the 
camp challenged every participant to deepen their 
relationship with God and respond wholeheartedly 
to His calling.

Throughout the camp, the youths sought the Lord 
through passionate worship, fervent prayer, 
personal devotion, and the study of God’s Word. 
Daily devotion sessions, led by dedicated mentors, 
created opportunities for meaningful conversations 
as mentors shared personal testimonies of God’s 
faithfulness and encouraged the youths in their walk 
with Christ.

Each day focused on a key spiritual truth
•	 Day 1: Seek God, and you will find Him.
•	 Day 2: “I Am” – Knowing God.
•	 Day 3: “Hear I Am” – Listening to God.
•	 Day 4: “Here I Am” – Responding to God.

These messages challenged the youths to examine 
their relationship with Christ and renew their desire 
to know Him more deeply. For three consecutive 
days, altar calls invited them to step forward in faith 
and respond in obedience to God’s voice. Many 
experienced a fresh encounter with God’s presence 
and a renewed conviction to live wholeheartedly 
for Him.

One of the camp’s most impactful experiences was 
the Reflection Room. Thoughtfully designed as a 
personal journey with God, each station reminded 
the youths that they are deeply loved, chosen, 
and called by Him. Many spent quiet moments 
reflecting, praying, and encountering God’s 
presence in a deeply personal way. For many, it 
became a powerful reminder of their identity as 
God’s beloved children and of His unique purpose 
for their lives.

The final evening was a fitting celebration of 
God’s faithfulness. The campers gathered around 
a campfire in worship as glowing embers rose into 
the night sky. The flames brought to mind Moses’ 
encounter with God at the burning bush, a powerful 
reminder of God’s holy presence and His call. Just 
as Moses responded, “Here I am,” the youths were 
challenged to listen, obey, and faithfully answer 
God’s call in their own lives.

God’s
calling!
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The camp theme, “Here I Am”, emerged through a 
season of prayer and discernment as the committee 
reflected on the unique challenges and spiritual 
needs of this generation of young people. The Lord 
led the team to Isaiah 6:8:

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom 
shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, 
‘Here am I. Send me!’”

This verse beautifully captured the heart of the camp 
- encountering God, discovering our identity in 
Christ, and responding wholeheartedly to His call.

Although the organising committee was blessed 
with passionate volunteers, the journey was far from 
easy. Throughout every challenge, God proved 
Himself faithful. Instead of becoming discouraged, 
the committee turned to prayer. Several members 
committed themselves to a 40-day fast, faithfully 
praying by name for every registered youth. Behind 
the scenes, countless hours were spent planning, 
serving, and trusting God to provide for every need.
Every volunteer, leader, mentor, and pastor truly 
embodied the camp’s theme. Their lives echoed 
the words, “Here I am.” Here I am to serve. Here 
I am for these young people. Here I am for God’s 
Kingdom. It was this spirit of joyful service and 
wholehearted surrender that made the camp so 
special.

Reflecting on her journey as part of the organising 
committee, Priscilla Archana from the Church of the 
Epiphany shared:

“Even before the camp began, as the committee 
prepared every detail for the youths, God was 
quietly preparing our hearts too. While we were 
creating a place for others to encounter Him, He 
was reminding me that ministry is not first about 
what I do for Him, but about who I am in Him. 
Throughout the camp, His Word, the worship, and 
the testimonies of the youths reaffirmed that truth. He 
reminded me that before I am His servant, I am His 
beloved child. As we responded to His call with the 
words, ‘Here I am,’ I sensed Him gently assuring 
me, ‘I am here with you.’ His grace sustained us 
through every responsibility and renewed my 
confidence that He is faithful to complete the work 
He has begun. I came with a task, but I left with a 
testimony of His unfailing grace.”

After 13 years, the vision became a reality, not 
through human effort alone, but through God’s 
perfect timing, faithful servants, and a generation 
willing to answer His call.

As these young people return to their respective 
churches, our prayer is that they will continue 
to walk closely with Christ, serve faithfully, and 
courageously answer God’s call whenever He 
says, “Whom shall I send?”

May their response always be:
“Here I am. Send me!”

The celebration culminated in a spectacular fireworks 
display, symbolising the youths being sent forth with 
renewed hope, purpose, and faith. As vibrant colours 
illuminated the night sky, many stepped forward 
to share heartfelt testimonies of God’s goodness 
and faithfulness. They spoke of transformed hearts, 
renewed faith, answered prayers, healing, and a 
deeper assurance of God’s abiding presence. Many 
shared that the camp helped them grow spiritually 
and that they felt genuinely welcomed, accepted, and 
included. Others reflected on experiencing God’s 
presence most profoundly during the prayer sessions, 
altar calls, and Reflection Room.

Reflecting on his experience, Joash Philip from the 
Parish of Christ Church shared:

“I have always heard about how God is reaching out 
to us and all we have to do is answer. But I never 
truly felt it until I experienced the SAIB Youth Camp. 
At the camp, I realised that God wasn’t far away. He 
was right beside me, waiting for me to respond. The 
time spent at the camp taught me that though I walk 
through the valley, He is always close beside me.”

A Vision Fulfilled in God’s Timing

The vision for the SAIB Youth Camp had long been 
on the heart of former SAIB Chairman, Revd Canon 
Steven Asirvatham. He firmly believed that a youth 

camp is vital to the spiritual life of both the Church 
and the young people across the SAIB churches. 
However, turning that vision into reality came with 
many challenges.

When the SAIB Youth Wing was formed in 2018, one 
of its key aspirations was to organise a youth camp. 
The Youth Wing Chairman then, Revd Paul Xavier, 
laid much of the groundwork by sourcing a venue, 
preparing the budget, and beginning the planning 
process. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic 
brought those plans to a halt.

As the baton was passed to Revd Thomas Isaac in 
2022, the vision remained alive. United in faith and with 
a shared desire to heed the Lord’s leading, the Youth 
Wing Committee, together with the SAIB pastors and 
leadership, prayerfully committed to holding the Youth 
Camp in 2026. The third week of June was identified as 
the ideal “Goldilocks” timing – where school holidays 
overlap. Looking back, it was truly a Kairos moment,  
as the camp unfolded in God’s perfect timing.
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Stepping down of Diocesan 
Secretary for Preschools
by Revd David Lee, Chairman, Education Board
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The Anglican Education Board 
records its deep appreciation to Ms 
Ruth Wong as she steps down from 
her role as Diocesan Secretary for 
Preschools with the commencement of 
this new session of Synod. 
  
Appointed to the Education Board 
in October 2021, Ruth has faithfully 
and generously served the Diocese 
during a significant season in the 
development of Anglican preschool 
education. She was instrumental in the 
consolidation of our preschools under 
Anglican Preschool Services (APS), 
helping to lay a strong foundation for 
the growth and strengthening of this 
important ministry. 

Drawing on her extensive experience 
in the preschool sector, Ruth provided 
invaluable wisdom and guidance 
to both the Education Board and 
the leadership team of Anglican 
Preschool Services. Her thoughtful 
counsel, strategic insight, and steadfast 
commitment have contributed greatly 
to the flourishing of our preschool 
ministry and its mission of nurturing 
young lives through Christ-centred 
education. 
 
On behalf of the Anglican Education 
Board, we thank Ruth for her faithful 
service, leadership, and dedication 
over the years. We give thanks to 
God for her many contributions 
and pray that He will continue to 
bless and guide her in the next 
season of her ministry and service.  

ANGLICAN SCHO OLS	

A letter to my Father in Heaven

Dear Father God, 

Deeply grateful for the wonderful 
privilege of being under your tutelage.  
34 years long! 

It began as a new job, like any other 
job one takes during one’s active 
phase in life.  It was in the preschool 
sector – not my area of expertise, but 
it was still education for which I was 
trained in. You took me under your 
wing, placed people around me 
who enriched my work. Fast forward 
20 years, I retired from this secular 
organisation and not too long later, 
after a nice rest in retirement, you 
decided “Enough, Ruth, time to get 
going with my work!”

First, I was helping at my own parish’s 
kindergarten, St Hilda’s Church’s 
Kindergarten, the oldest kindergarten 
in Singapore. The next step became the 
most crucial project, the formation of 
the Anglican Preschool Services.  The 
preschool industry was undergoing 
changes, and this was shaking up the 
entire sector. The old ways of running 
kindergartens and childcare centres 
were being challenged.  The decision 
came down to unifying all the 
Anglican kindergartens and childcare 
centres under one entity and this 
birthed the Anglican Preschool 
Services (APS). Other Christian faith-
based preschools joined the APS 
group, bringing it to a total of 18 
preschools. APS will soon turn 10 in 
2027.  What a landmark year this 
will be!  To you, God, be all glory.   

The APS journey mirrored my first 
20 years in many ways.  What I 
experienced in APS became, for 
me, a validation of my earlier 20 
years and, more so, the training and 
experiences you put me through. 
Thank you! I leave at this stage with 
more wisdom and confidence that 
the Diocese’s group of preschools will 
continue to thrive under APS.  

“For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 
29:11 

What’s next? I know better than to 
utter “retirement, finally…” and You 
saw my smile. You have a funny bone 
which I love, honestly!   

A song of ascents 
I lift up my eyes to the mountains – 
where does my help come from? My 
help comes from the Lord, the Maker 
of heaven and earth. He will not let 
your foot slip – he who watches over 
you will not slumber; indeed. He 
who watches over Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep.  
Psalm 121:1-4. 

Always in your service, Lord 
Ruth Wong 

“Get up and eat, for the journey is too great for you.” 

— 1 Kings 19:7 

Just as the prophet Elijah found himself weary and overwhelmed 

under a broom bush in the wilderness, many young people 

today face intense pressures in a hyper-connected yet often 

isolating world. 

Drawing on this passage during the official opening and 

dedication of the Anglican Youth Centre (AYC) (Sengkang) on 

4th July 2026, Revd Victor Teo, Lead Chaplain for Singapore 

Anglican Community Services (SACS) Psychiatric Service, 

reminded us of God’s gentle care. 

The dedication service was led by Venerable Wong Tak Meng, 

Archdeacon for Community Services, together with Revd Joseph 

Goh, Honorary Chaplain of the Church of the Epiphany, and 

young people from the parish. 

Continuing a tradition at  

the opening of every new SACS 

– and its sister organisation, 

St. Andrew’s Mission Hospital 

(SAMH) – service centre, Dr 

Arthur Chern, Group Chief 

Executive Officer of SACS and 

SAMH, presented a Cross 

to the Centre Head, Yvonne 

Kiang. The Cross serves as a 

reminder to always be a “Light 

in the Dark Place”, reflecting SAMH’s founder, Dr Charlotte 

Ferguson’s vision of compassionate, Christ-centred care.  

In dedicating our first youth outpost, the Diocese of Singapore 

and SACS took a meaningful step towards providing a modern 

“broom bush”. It is a haven of rest, refreshment, and presence 

before purpose. 

Located on the ground floor of Block 184C Rivervale Crescent, 

AYC (Sengkang) is the first standalone youth node under 

SACS’ psychiatric care. By bringing support closer to where 

young people live, it serves as a comforting presence on 

familiar ground. Families can be reassured that their children 

can find support within their neighbourhood. Dedicated youth 

workers and counsellors - known as the Pathfinders-SACS - 

walk alongside young people, foster open conversations, and 

offer accessible support without fear or stigma. 

A Heritage of Compassion Care in  

Community-Based Mental Health 

Turning 59 this year, SACS has served as a hands-and-feet 

witness of Christ’s love by coming alongside those navigating 

psychiatric conditions and emotional distress.  

In his welcome address, Dr Steven Lim, Vice President of SACS, 

reflected on the origins of this ministry, which began before the 

formation of SACS. In the 1960s, St Andrew’s School Principal 

Mr Francis Thomas and his wife, Mrs Catherine Eng Neo 

Thomas, who helped sow the seeds of SACS, pioneered school 

counselling services. Their efforts laid the foundation for SACS’ 

continued commitment to supporting youth mental health. 

AYC (Sengkang) extends SACS’ expertise in community 

mental health to better support young people. The centre 

conducts outreach to schools, grassroots organisations, youth 

organisations, and churches. It also partners the Agency for 

Integrated Care to deliver the CREST-Youth programme, 

supporting young people aged 12 to 25. 

Transforming Lives Through  

Relational Accompaniment 

Mental health struggles are often an “invisible illness”. Many 

endure these struggles in silence. 

At the opening of the Centre, Guest-of-Honour Mr Tan Kiat 

How, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Digital Development 

COMMUNITY SERVICES    

A Sanctuary for  
Young Hearts: 
The Anglican Youth 
Centre (Sengkang) 
by SAMH-SACS Group Corporate Communications 
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and Information, and Ministry of Health, underscored the 

importance of breaking down these hidden barriers. The 

impact of such efforts can be seen in lives restored. Mr Tan 

shared the story of Mdm Rose, whose 12-year-old daughter 

began to open up after attending programmes at the Centre. 

Through learning stress-management skills and building trusting 

relationships with youth mentors, her daughter began to “smile 

from the heart” once again. 

This sentiment was echoed in the testimony of Yuwei, a 19-year-

old student cited by Dr Steven Lim: 

“I love the atmosphere of the Centre as the Youth Mentors are 

all very friendly... My most memorable experience was the 

scavenger hunt at Jewel, when I made new friends... My life 

would be different without you!” 
 

These stories reflect AYC’s approach to care. Mental healthcare 

can be strengthened through relational accompaniment.  

By engaging young people through shared interests, Pathfinders-

SACS creates connections, and helps them feel seen, heard, 

and valued. 

At the event, Mr Tan also launched the first Pocket Guide to 

Mental Health Services in Singapore.  

As AYC (Sengkang) opens its doors, we pray that many young 

hearts will find rest beneath this modern-day broom bush.  

Meeting the Spiritual Needs 
of Patients at SACH 

Chaplaincy is an integral part of the care provided across 
St. Andrew’s Mission Hospital (SAMH) and Singapore 
Anglican Community Services (SACS). Anchored by clergy 
from the 27 Anglican parishes and our pastoral care teams, 
we walk alongside patients, residents and clients across our 
46 service centres, recognising that healing and recovery 
includes emotional and spiritual well-being. 

Chaplaincy is often expressed in everyday moments. It is found 
in listening without judgement, offering a reassuring presence, 
praying with those who seek comfort, and remaining faithful 
beside those who value physical presence over words. In 
these moments, individuals are reminded that they are seen, 
valued, and never alone. 

The service is a collaborative effort led by Revd Daniel Tong, 
Honorary Chaplain of SACH and Vicar of St Andrew’s 
Community Chapel, and supported by the leadership and 
members of Emmanuel Assembly of God (EAG) situated 
beside the hospital.  The patients, along with Revd Eric Yong 
(SACH Chaplain), pastoral care staff, and volunteers, had a 
meaningful time of worship, followed by the sharing of God’s 
word by EAG’s Pastor Jenny Siow. 

The partnership between SACH, SACC, and EAG is a great 
example of how our parishes and community services can 
partner with one another to support the spiritual needs of 
those entrusted to our care. Through this, we are reminded 
that Christian ministry involves all believers. We are stronger 
together, as we seek the welfare of the city.  

by SAMH-SACS Group Corporate Communications 

PROVINCIAL NEWS	

Meeting the Spiritual 
Needs of Patients at 
SACH 

by Revd Edwin Tan, Provincial Synod Member

32

SAMH-SACS 

Charity Gala Dinner 2026
16 October 2026, Friday

6:00pm - 10:00pm

Hilton Singapore Orchard

Grand Ballroom, Level 6

333 Orchard Rd, Singapore 238867

Guest-of-honour

Mrs Josephine Teo

Minister for Digital Development and Information

For more information, please call 6586 1999

or email samhsacs_comms@samh.org.sg

Dress code: Formal

Each table is priced at 

$6,000, $10,000 or 

$15,000 .

Input CGD2026 

<SPACE>FULL 

NRIC/UEN in the 

comments field for tax 

deduction.

For cash donations,

use your banking app to 

scan the Paynow QR 

code.

Scan the QR code to 

find out more.

All table sales and 

donations are eligible 

for 2.5x tax deduction.
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Pastor Jenny Siow with patients and staff. Chapel service at Immanuel Hall. 

On 2nd July 2026, our chaplaincy 
ministry witnessed a significant 
milestone when the first patient 
chapel service was held at the 
hospital’s multipurpose room also 
known as the Immanuel Hall. 
Ever since the hospital opened 
its doors in August 2025, patients 
and staff have eagerly awaited 
the launch of chapel services.  

(R to L) Bryan Ng, EAG staff with Revd 
Daniel Tong, SACH Honorary Chaplain and 
Vicar of St. Andrew’s Community Chapel. 
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Bishop John 
Tan Teng Wai 
Bishop John Tan Teng Wai returned home 

to the Lord on 3rd April 2026. 

Bishop John was a distinguished educator 

and Anglican minister whose life was 

marked by faithful service to God, the 

Church, and the wider community. He 

began his career in education as a Lecturer 

at the Teachers’ Training College and later 

served as Registrar of the Regional English 

Language Centre. In 1978, he became the 

founding Principal of St Andrew’s Junior 

College, where he played a pivotal role in 

shaping the College’s Christian ethos and 

nurturing generations of students.  

Answering God’s call, Bishop John began 

his ordained ministry at the Chapel of 

the Resurrection, serving first as Assistant 

Priest and later as Honorary Priest. He 

subsequently served the Diocese in a 

number of key leadership roles, including 

Acting Diocesan Secretary of Schools, 

Archdeacon of Singapore, Dean of St 

Andrew’s Cathedral, and Dean of Vietnam. 

In 1995, he was consecrated as Bishop, 

continuing to shepherd the Anglican Church 

with wisdom, conviction, and humility.

Bishop John is fondly remembered as 

a devoted servant of Christ, a visionary 

educator, and a gracious pastor. His 

unwavering faith, fatherly care, and 

commitment to raising up future generations 

left a lasting legacy in the Church and in the 

lives of countless students, clergy, and lay 

leaders.
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IN LOVING MEMORY	

In Loving
Memory

9

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
2 Timothy 4:7
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Newly issued Parish Worker and Parish Assistant licences

•	 Ms Jasmine Law Yi Ting from St Andrew’s Cathedral (Mandarin) was issued the 
Parish Assistant License on 27th February 2026. 

•	 Mr Teo Zun Rong Joel from All Saints’ Church was issued the Parish Assistant 
License on 27th February 2026.  

•	 Mr Chung Khiam Beng, Nicholas from St James’ Church was issued the Parish 
Worker License on 1st January 2026. 

•	 Ms Cheong Huilin Diana from St Matthew’s Church was issued the Parish Worker 
License on 25th June 2026. 

•	 Ms Koh Gek Ling from St John’s - St Margaret’s Church was issued the Parish 
Assistant License on 25th June 2026. 

•	 Ms Ng Sui Mui Nancy from Chapel of Christ the Redeemer (Mandarin) was issued 
the Parish Worker License on 2nd July 2026. 

•	 Ms Tan Chew Yean from St Matthew’s Church (Mandarin) was issued the Parish 
Worker License on 2nd July 2026.
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Clergy Movements/Appointments

•	 Revd Christopher Ng has been appointed as Acting Vicar of St John’s Chapel on 1st May 2026.  

•	 Revd Prem Tamang has been appointed as Chairman of Deanery of Nepal (DON) Council on 
1st May 2026.  

•	 Revd Japheth Lim Weiyi has been appointed as Deacon to Chapel of Christ the Redeemer on 1st 
June 2026. 

•	 Revd Bernard Yee has been appointed as Priest-in-Charge of Chapel of Christ the Redeemer 
(Mandarin) on 1st July 2026. He continues to be Associate Chaplain to St Hilda’s Primary and 
Secondary Schools. 

•	 Revd Dr Timothy Chong retired on 28th April 2026. We thank God for his faithful and dedicated 
service and pray that the Lord will refresh him as he steps into this new chapter of life. 

•	 Revd Christopher Ho has been appointed as Associate Dean of Deanery of Nepal on 1st May 2026. 

•	 Revd Chan Chee Keng retired on 29th June 2026. We thank God for his faithful and dedicated 
service and pray that the Lord will refresh him as he steps into this new chapter of life. 

•	 Revd Dhanadhis Jirathammakul has been appointed as Associate Dean of Thailand on 1st May 2026. 

•	 Revd Aaron Cheng has been appointed Vicar of St Matthew’s Church on 1st August 2026. 

•	 Revd Adrian Chong has been appointed Vicar of Holy Trinity Church on 1st August 2026. 

•	 Revd Christopher Ho and Revd Andrew Yap will represent our Diocese as member of the 
Province of South East Asia Missions and Services (PROSEAMS) from 1st June 2026.

GAZETTE
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“...that you may be filled with the knowledge of 
his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 
so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God” 

Colossians 1:9b -10 (ESV)


